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3. Jordan
Home to the Dead Sea, 
famous for its hypersaline 
water, making floating easy, 
and its mineral-rich black 
mud used for therapeutic and 
cosmetic treatments. As if that 
wasn’t an interesting enough 
reason to go, Jordan also 
offers The Valley of the Moon, which is one of the 
world’s most outstanding desert landscapes. 

4. Indonesia
Within Indonesia stands 
Komodo National Park, 
which was named after the 
Komodo Dragon that lives 
there - it’s the largest living 
lizard in the world right now! 
Twenty percent of the world’s 
coral reefs are also located in 
Indonesia, so it’s the perfect place to scuba dive!

5. Belize
Belize has a huge number 
of Mayan Ruins. Several 
have been excavated over 
the years, which means 
that visitors can enjoy 
exploring them. It’s also a 
low population country, 
and has little to no industrial 
development – perfect for a 
truly relaxing trip. 

6. Brazil
One of the biggest reasons 
to visit Brazil is Ilha Grande, a 
beautiful island off of the coast 
of Rio. It can be reached by 
ferry, and it’s a great place to 
see the local wildlife or learn 
about a place that was once a 
lair for pirates. 

Spear Travels is located at 5 Greyhound Walk, 
Thame, OX9 3DY. Call 01844 217228 or email 
thame@speartravels.net 

If you’re looking for something more bespoke than 
the usual ‘two-week bucket-and-spade’ trip, Spear 
Travels, which has a branch in Thame, has a wealth 
of suggestions.

Best places to visit in 2019

With 2019 on the horizon, it’s time to start planning 
some well-earned holiday time for the year ahead. 
Here are our recommendations for the destinations 
that are full of culture and perfect for exploring, 
which should at the top of your list to visit in 2019!

1. Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka has the biggest 
concentration of leopards in 
the world, and approximately 
5,800 wild elephants. You can 
visit these stunning creatures 
in Yala National Park, where 
the conservation of animals 
is extremely important. But 
animals aren’t the only attraction in this water-loving 
country. You can also experience getting lost in the 
Dambulla Buddha caves, which are filled with cave 
paintings. 

2. Panama
Panama is considered the 
bridge of the Americas. It’s 
just a 2.5-hour flight away 
from Miami in the US, and 
you can easily board another 
plane to the Caribbean islands 
of Bocas del Toro from there. 
It’s a small, coffee producing 
country, but its geisha coffee, grown on the nearby 
mountains of Boquete, is referred to as “the 
champagne of coffees”. 
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We were recently asked, what are the 
most popular destinations for 2017? 
Spain, Italy and the Canaries remain 
high on the list, but increasing numbers 
of travellers are venturing further 
afield with the biggest growth seen 
in cruising – both river and ocean.
So what is the appeal of this growing type of 
holiday? Could it be that you can meander along 
the rivers of the world or set sail on the oceans, 
visiting popular ports and sampling the delights of 
each destination which might determine whether 
you return for a longer stay in the future. Maybe it 
is the amazing standard of cuisine that you will find 
on most cruise ships, where every meal is another 
gourmet adventure, or could it be the luxurious 
surroundings you enjoy with a glass of wine on 
deck taking in the scenery around you; the best 
of all – cruising offers fantastic value for money!
Now let’s explore some of the 
wonderful places you can visit.
RIVER CRUISES
Each day is spent meandering through sublime 
scenery, dotted with fairytale castles, lush 
vineyards, medieval towns and hillside villages. 
There are optional guided coach and walking 
excursions, providing an insight into the local 
culture, architecture and history. Excursions 
are, of course, optional as you may prefer to sit 
back on the sundeck and watch the world go 

by, but then you may be wondering what you 
are missing. The most popular cruises are The 
Rhine and The Danube with visits to Nuremberg, 
Budapest, Amsterdam and Prague to name a 
few. Choose a 7 or 8 day shorter cruise or up 
to 16 nights if you really want to explore. Let’s 
not forget The Douro (for Portugal) and The 
Volga (for Russia) where you can enjoy the 
wonders of these two wonderful countries.
OCEAN CRUISES
The world is your oyster – amazing destinations 
travelling on state of the art ships – the ultimate in 
luxury. If you have never cruised before, you can 
now take a sampler cruise for a couple of nights 
to see if you enjoy the experience! We are pretty 
certain you will. Life on the ocean wave really is 
an exhilarating experience – you can choose one 
of the smaller ships where luxury and personal 
service are second to none, or cruising for families, 
where great value for money can be had with 
deals for children travelling with adults. Many of 
the ships have Kids and Teenage clubs, featuring 
activities such as climbing walls, wave machines 
and many more so your kids are never bored!
Choose The Caribbean, Europe, the 
Mediterranean or the Far East, all of 
which are now at your fingertips.
CRUISING IS A DELIGHTFULLY AFFORDABLE 
OPTION – for expert advice and to get a quote 
call Spear Travels – specialists in cruising.

424242

5 Greyhound Walk
Thame, Oxford
OX9 3DY

T: 01844 217228
E: thame@speartravels.net
www.speartravels.net
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